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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. (currently amended) A monitoring device for vehicles, said 
monitoring device comprising: 

a hou$ing-£47 1 ); 

at least one mirror glass (1 y 1 2) arranged in said housing i^FF) so as to have 
a front side facing an observer; 

said at least one mirror glass (1, 12) comprising a reflective layer f5) being 
reflective in the visible spectral range of light; 

at least one camera {40) arranged behind said reflective layer {5) in a viewing 
direction viewed from said front side, wherein said at least one camera f^fO) takes images 
through the reflective layer f5). 

2. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 1, 
wherein said reflective tayer f5) is selected from the group consisting of an interference 
reflective layer, a chromium reflective layer, a titanium reflective layer, and a titanium- 
chromium reflective layer. 

3. (currently amended) The monitoring device according toclaiml, 
wherein said mirror glass f+) is an electrochromic mirror glass or a conventional mirror 
glass. 

4. (original) The monitoring device according to claim 3, 
wherein said electrochromic mirror glass has an electrochromic layer and wherein said 
reflective layer is arranged behind said electrochromic layer in said viewing direction. 

5. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 1, 
comprising an auxiliary lighting unit {44} configured to provide additional light for said at 
least one camera (40). 

6. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 5, 
wherein said auxiliary lighting unit (44) emits light of a wavelength able to pass through 
said reflective layer (5). 

7. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 5, 
wherein said auxiliary lighting unit (44) emits light having a wavelength outside of the visible 
spectral range of light 
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8. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 5, 
wherein said auxiliary lighting unit fH-) comprises light-emitting diodes. 

9. (original) The monitoring device according to claim 8 f 
wherein said light emitting diodes emit light in the infrared range. 

10. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claims, 
wherein said auxiliary lighting unit (4+) is arranged behind said reflective layer (5) in said 
viewing direction. 

11. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claims, 
wherein said auxiliary lighting unit (++) comprises light-emitting diodes arranged in a matrix 
of rows and columns. 

12. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 5, 
wherein said housing {47) and said mirror glass (1, 12) form an interior rearview mirror 
(+6), wherein said housing f47) has a rim (46), and wherein said auxiliary lighting unit (4+) 
comprises light-emitting diodes fH) arranged on said rim {46) of said housing f47). 

13. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 12 t 
wherein said rim f46) is comprised of a material that is opaque to the human eye. 

14. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 1, 
comprising an image-transmitting fiber bundle (49) connected to said at least one camera 

15. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 14, 
wherein said fiber bundle (49) has an optical head (2&) resting against a backside of said 
mirror glass (1, - 4 5). 

16. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 14, 
wherein said fiber bundle (4©) has an optical head (£6) and is arranged together with said 
optical head (26) on said rim (46). 

17. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 1, 
wherein said at least one camera (46) comprises a low light level intensifier (22). 

18. (currently amended) The monitoring device according to claim 17, 
wherein said low light level intensifier (22) is arranged behind said mirror glass (1, 12) in 
said viewing direction. 
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CONCLUSION 


In view of the foregoing, ft is submitted that this application is in condition for 
allowance. 

Should the Examiner have any further objections or suggestions, the undersigned 
would appreciate a phone call or e-mail from the examiner to discuss appropriate 
amendments to place the application into condition for allowance. 

Authorization is herewith given to charge any fees or any shortages in any fees 
required during prosecution of this application and not paid by other means to Patent and 
Trademark Office deposit account 50-1 199. 


Respectfully submitted on August 19. 2003 . 



Ms.flGudrun E. Huckett, Ph.D. 
Patent Agent, Registration No. 35,747 
Lensstr. 53 
42289 Wuppertal 
GERMANY 

Telephone: +49-202-257-0371 
Facsimile: +49-202^257-0372 
gudrun.huckett@t-online.de 


GEH 
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